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BY THE BOARD:1 
 

On February 5, 2003 Patriot Media & Communications CNJ, Inc. (Patriot) and James B. 
Kilgore, Kathryn Kilgore, John H. Kilgore, Mary Louise Beilman and Bradford Mills, petitioned the 
Board of Public Utilities (Board), pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:5A-40 and 19, and N.J.A.C. 14:17-6.10, for 
approval to acquire the 19.645% partnership interest in Home Link Communications of Princeton, 
L.P. (Home Link). 

 Patriot is a wholly owned subsidiary of Patriot Media Holdings, LLC, a Delaware Limited 
Liability Company that is owned by Simmons/Patriot Holdings, LLC and Spectrum/Patriot Media, Inc. 
James B. Kilgore, Kathryn Kilgore, John H. Kilgore, Mary Louise Beilman and Bradford Mills (Sellers) 
compose the minority partners in Home Link, a partnership between the Sellers and RCN Telecom 
Services, Inc. (RCN). 

This Petition is related to a Joint Petition filed with the Board by Patriot and RCN on 
September 11, 2002, in Docket No. CM02090653, for approval to transfer Certificates of Approval 
(COAs), partnership interests, including RCN’s 80.355% interest in Home Link, and other assets from 
RCN to Patriot.  The aforementioned Joint Petition and a related Financing Petition filed by Patriot on 
October 1, 2002, in Docket No. CF02100730, were approved by the Board on February 5, 2003.  
                                                 
1 Commissioner Carol J. Murphy did not participate or vote in this matter. 
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The Financing Petition requested Board approval of Patriot borrowing up to $ 165,000,000, 
which includes funds for the acquisition of the remaining 19.645% interest in Home Link. 

Home Link is a New Jersey limited partnership and the holder of municipal consents and COAs 
for Princeton Borough and Princeton Township, two of the municipalities served by the system to be 
acquired by Patriot from RCN.  RCN was Home Link’s sole general partner and owned the majority 
interest (80.355%).  The Sellers own the remaining 19.645% interest.2  

 Pursuant to a Partnership Interest Purchase Agreement dated January 10, 2003 (Purchase 
Agreement), between Patriot and the Sellers, Patriot will purchase the individual Sellers’ interests, 
resulting in Patriot’s acquisition of 100% and dissolution of Home Link.3 

The acquisition of the Sellers’ interests in Home Link is consistent with the relief granted in the 
Joint Petition and the Financing Petition.  Patriot asserted that sufficient support for the Board to 
approve the acquisition of Sellers’ interest in Home Link was supplied by Patriot through the 
Partnership Interest Purchase Agreement and the information supplied in conjunction with the Joint 
Petition, the Financing Petition, and in responses to Staff Discovery Requests in those matters. 

Following submission of the petition, the Petitioners provided written responses to written 
requests for additional information regarding the impact of the transfer of assets and Certificates of 
Approval on RCN and/or Patriot’s New Jersey cable television customers.  In addition, the Petitioners 
provided information supporting the ability of Patriot to continue to provide safe, adequate and proper 
service subsequent to the transfer. 

After a review of this matter, the Board HEREBY FINDS the Transaction is to be made in 
accordance with law, is in the public interest and there will be no adverse impact on the financial 
integrity of the affected cable companies.  Moreover, the Board has continuing authority to regulate the 
CATV System’s basic cable service and equipment and installation rates and enforce the CATV 
system’s franchise obligations. In view of the foregoing, the Board HEREBY ORDERS that Petitioners 
are HEREBY AUTHORIZED to acquire the limited partnership interests of the Sellers and to execute 
all documents related thereto. This Order is subject to the following: 

1) This Order shall not affect or in any way limit the exercise of the authority 
of the Board or the Office of Cable Television or the State of New Jersey 
in any future petition or in any proceeding regarding rates, cost of service, 
franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, 
maintenance or any other matters affecting the Petitioners. 

2) This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing, for any 
purpose whatsoever, any value of tangible or intangible assets now 
owned or hereinafter to be owned by Petitioners.  

3) This Order shall not be construed as superseding pending rate 
proceedings involving the Petitioners. 

                                                 
2 The remaining Partnership interests are: James B. Kilgore - 5.686%, Kathryn Kilgore – 4.984%, 
John H. Kilgore – 4.975%, Mary Louise Beilman – 2.0%, and Bradford Mills – 2.0%. 
3 This will also result in the effective transfer of the COAs to Patriot. This transfer was approved in 
the Board’s order dated February 6, 2003, under Docket # CM02090653. 
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4) The Petitioners shall notify the Board, in writing, within five (5) days of the 
date on which the transaction is consummated.  

5) Consummation of the above referenced transactions must take place not 
later than 90 days from the date of this Order, unless otherwise extended 
by the Board. 

6) Patriot shall file a Certification with the Board within 30 days of the closing 
attesting to the lack of material deviation in the executed closing 
documents or final terms from those terms and conditions described 
herein and /or submitted to the Board with the Petition. Any such material 
deviation in the executed closing documents shall render this Order 
voidable by the Board.  

7) All franchise obligations, commitments and agreements shall continue in 
force in all respects under Patriot ownership. 

8) All representations and commitments made by RCN and Home Link to 
the municipalities serviced by the CATV System and the Board are fully 
enforceable against Patriot as if set forth at length herein and shall also 
be assumed by Patriot. 

9) Approval of the acquisition of the partnership interests of Sellers herein 
shall not constitute automatic approval of any business contract 
referenced in the Agreement or supporting documents, if Board approval 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:5A-1 et seq. would otherwise be required. 

10) Patriot shall file journal entries with the Board to record the transaction 
approved herein within 45 days of the final closing. 
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All parties to the Transactions shall comply with the New Jersey Cable Television Act and 
applicable sections of the New Jersey Administrative Code. 

 
 
 

DATED: March 6, 2003\   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
       BY: 
 
 
 
    (signed) 

  ____________________ 
  JEANNE M. FOX 

    PRESIDENT 
 
 
 

(signed)    
______________________ 
FREDERICK F. BUTLER  
COMMISSIONER 

 
 
 

(signed)        (signed) 
______________________    ____________________ 
CONNIE O. HUGHES      JACK ALTER 
COMMISSIONER       COMMISSIONER 

 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 (signed) 
 

KRISTI IZZO 
SECRETARY 
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